[image: image1.jpg]



Sample Assignments
1. Problem Statement Paper Focusing On A Selected  Urban Social Problem

2. Community Resource Guide for Selected Urban Social Problems

3. Digital Poster Presentation Focusing on A Selected Urban Social Problem
Variation 1  - Psychoeducational Teaching Module for clients on a Selected Urban  Social Problem
Variation 2 - Fact Sheet on Selected Illness or Mental Illness 

4. Community Map of Targeted Resources (Organizations and Providers) for Urban Social Problems 

5. Evaluation of Selected Health Websites Targeting Urban Populations 

Problem Statement Paper Focusing On a Selected Urban Social Problem
The purpose of this assignment is for you to use the MINDS eHealth website and the National Library of Medicine Databases (e.g., Medline Plus) to research a selected urban social problem and write a 1-2 page, succinct statement of that problem including the following information:
· A brief statement or description of the selected social problem including how it specifically relates to urban populations
· An overview of why this problem/issue merits the attention of your profession (e.g., social work, public health, etc.) 

· The scope of the problem (e.g. How widespread is this problem? Who is affected? What is the incidence and prevalence in urban populations?)  

· A brief identification and discussion of current questions, concerns or controversies surrounding the topic

Community Resource Guide for Selected Urban Social Problems

Social Workers /Public Health practitioners frequently serve a resource and referral function for their clients. Therefore, effective practitioners often develop and maintain an up to date listing and description of resources that the populations they serve may need to access. The purpose of this assignment is for you to use the MINDS eHealth website and the National Library of Medicine’s Medline Plus database’s “Go Local “feature) to identify resources and compile a resource guide for your own use.  Issues such as substance abuse, obesity, domestic violence, gang violence, mental health (e.g. Stress and Depression), environmental health, and physical health are likely to be concerns of urban clients, regardless of their presenting problems. Thus, you may consider including resources addressing these as well as other topics in developing your Community Resource Guide.  
Your Community Resource Guide should include the following information in an organized fashion:
· Focal Concerns of Resource (e.g. domestic violence, mental health, etc.)/Services Provided

· Type of Resource

· Name 

· Location

· Populations Served 

· Fee structure if available/applicable

· Other relevant information

Extra credit possibilities:  

· Devise a method/plan for automatically or routinely updating your Community Resource Guide

· Devise a method of/plan for distributing or sharing your Community Resource Guide with colleagues

Digital Poster Presentation Focusing on a Selected Urban Social Problem

The purpose of this assignment is for you to use MINDS eHealth and the National Library of Medicine Databases (e.g., Medline Plus) to investigate an urban social problem, and to create a presentation in which you summarize, critique, and convey your findings in an interesting and informative way to your peers or a professional or community group. This is to be an analytical, not merely a descriptive presentation. The final product needs to reflect a cogent analysis of a particular issue or social problem, with the presentation of findings being comprehensive and succinct. 

Digital Poster Format

The findings of your research and analysis are to be presented in a PowerPoint presentation format. Each group may use up to fifteen (15) slides, including the cover slide. A separate MS Word document containing the references for the digital poster must also be submitted. The reference page must be formatted according to APA style for electronic resources. A digital poster session, in which posters will be reviewed and critiqued by fellow classmates, will be held. 

All posters must include the following components (though order and emphasis will vary by topic/issue):  

· A Brief statement or description of the social problem including how it specifically relates to urban populations

· An overview of why this problem/issue merits attention 
· Scope of the Problem (e.g. How widespread is this problem? Who is affected? What is the incidence and prevalence in urban populations?)  

· Theories of causation of the social problem
· Identification of current questions, concerns or controversies 
· Policy and practice intervention options (what has been tried and what could be tried to alleviate the problem?) 

· Implications for policy and practice development 

Possible topics

Substance Abuse

Obesity

Domestic Violence

Gang Violence

Selected Mental Health Topics (eg. Stress, Depression)

Environmental Health Issues

Selected Physical Health Topics
Digital Poster Presentation Focusing on a Selected Urban Social Problem

Variation  1 –  Psychoeducational Teaching Module- Use the MINDS eHealth web page and the National Library of Medicine Databases (e.g., Medline Plus) to develop a psychoeducational teaching module for clients on a selected urban social problem. This session might include videos, self assessment tools, and other materials available through Medline Plus and the NLM databases, in addition to an informational PowerPoint Presentation.
Variation 2 – Targeted Fact Sheet on Selected Illness or Mental Illness  Use the MINDS eHealth web page and the National Library of Medicine Databases (e.g., Medline Plus) to develop a fact sheet on a selected illness, mental illness or other social problem relevant to the student’s concentration. This would essentially be a one page information sheet that provides basic information about the health or social problem targeted to the specific population with which the students work.  
Community Map of Targeted Resources (Organizations and Providers) for Urban Social Problems

This assignment involves using the Google Community Walk online software application (available at http://www.communitywalk.com/about/tutorials ) in addition to the National Library of Medicine databases.

The purpose of this assignment is for students to map resources directed at a specific urban social problem that are available in a selected community.  To do this you will use the MINDS eHealth website and the National Library of Medicine’s  Medline Plus database (specifically the “Go Local “feature) to identify the names and addresses of appropriate resources (e.g. organizations and service providers) . You will then create a map of the resources in the community by entering the names and addresses into the Google Community Walk online software application. 

Below is an example of a possible way to use this assignment:

· Map the HIV/AIDS resources in a particular community. You may want to identify the labels with type/category of resource (e.g., outreach program, medical center, counseling, etc.)

· Have students consider whether the number and type of resources available appear to be adequate based on the prevalence of HIV/AIDS and needs in that community. 

· Have students visit the resource organizations and write up their experiences /observations of the goings on at the organization.  Have students develop a rating scale based on criteria they devise and include the ratings in their community maps. 

· Have students write testimonial or policy recommendations to improve services for HIV/AIDS in that community if applicable.

Evaluation of Selected Health Websites
Targeting Urban Populations

Use the MINDS eHealth website and the National Library of Medicine Databases (e.g., Medline Plus) to identify health websites targeted to specific urban populations around a particular issue. 

· Evaluate the web site using the Savvy Health Surfing criteria (see attachment)
· Conduct a study of the perceptions of clients or agency workers about the websites usefulness, ease of use, relevance or other selected variables.  
